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Um, Mr Brown, is the environment an important factor for your business?

Oh, certainly. | think it's a major factor in every business actually. | mean, breaking
environmental laws can be a costly affair, as well as being very bad PR, which can
lose you millions.

So, it's well worth investing in environmental policies?

Absolutely. In fact, there have been studies which showed that top environmental
performers in our business also produce higher annual returns than poor
environmental performers. | think it's safe to say that developing environmentally
friendly products and behaving in an environment-conscious manner can definitely
improve company earnings per share and increase profitability.

So, environmentally sound companies are more attractive?

| think a long-term EMS is becoming more and more important in winning contracts.
Well, it's clear - by reducing environmental risks, companies can lower their
insurance costs. Many companies have also recognized the fact that environmental
policies can give a business that necessary edge over its competitors by improving
their reputation and brand image, leading to increased sales and investment.
Nowadays customers prefer to buy from environmentally responsible businesses -
and that means looking at the whole supply chain. So, it's a knock-on effect, if you
like. Larger companies are now insisting that suppliers show the same level of
environmental compliance, maybe implementing ISO 14001, as they do. If they don't
comply, well, there are other suppliers who will...

Can being environmentally sound also save you money?

Oh, yes, certainly there are cost savings. For example, we have reduced waste
which means less spent on disposal, less energy and less transport. In many cases,
our environmental policies have led to more efficient practices.
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Arbeitsblatt fiir “Ethik & Business?”

1. Finden Sie die englischen Entsprechungen fiir die Worter umweltbewusst, umweltvertraglich
und umweltfreundlich im Text.

2 Das gerund
gerund als Subjekt

Das gerund kann wie andere Substantive Subjekt (wer? oder was?) eines Satzes sein. Dabei kann es
auch mit einem weiteren Substantiv oder mit anderen Wortern einen Verbund bilden.

a. Breaking environmental laws can be a costly affair. - Umweltgesetze zu brechen, kann eine
kostspielige Angelegenheit werden.

Unterstreichen Sie das gerund im folgenden Satz und Ubersetzen Sie ihn.

b. Developing environmentally friendly products and behaving in an environment-conscious
manner can increase profitability.

gerund als Objekt
Das gerund kann auch Objekt (wen? oder was?) eines Satzes sein.

c. By reducing environmental risks, companies can lower their insurance costs.
Firmen kénnen ihre Versicherungskosten minimieren indem sie Umweltrisiken senken.

Unterstreichen Sie das gerund im folgenden Satz und Ubersetzen Sie ihn.
d. Many companies have recognized the fact that environmental policies can give a business

that necessary edge over its competitors by improving their reputation and brand image,
leading to increased sales and investment.

3) Finden Sie mit Hilfe des Textes diese Aussagen auf Englisch.
a. Es lohnt sich also in Umweltprogramme zu investieren?

b. Ich glaube ein nachhaltiges Umweltmanagementsystem wird immer wichtiger um neue
Auftrage zu gewinnen.

c. Grolere Unternehmen bestehen sogar darauf, dass ihre Zulieferer das gleiche MaR an
Umweltbewusstsein haben und sich genau wie sie an ISO 14001 halten.
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key:

1) environmentally friendly,
environment-conscious,
environmentally sound,
environmentally responsible

2b) Developing environmentally friendly products and behaving in an environment-conscious manner
can increase profitability.

Die Entwicklung umweltfreundlicher Produkte und umweltbewusstes Verhalten kdnnen den Profit
steigern.

2d) Many companies have recognized the fact that environmental policies can give a business that
necessary edge over its competitors by improving their reputation and brand image, leading to
increased sales and investment.

Viele Unternehmen haben erkannt, dass Umweltprogramme ihrem Unternehmen ein gewisses
Alleinstellungsmerkmal gegenuber ihren Konkurrenten geben, indem sie ihren Ruf und das
Markenimage verbessern und schliellich zu mehr Absatz und Investitionen flhren.

3) a So, it's well worth investing in environmental policies?

b | think a long-term EMS is becoming more and more important in winning contracts.

¢ Larger companies are now insisting that suppliers show the same level of environmental
compliance, maybe implementing ISO 14001, as they do.
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